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SUBJECT: PRAVDA PLUGS ASIAN COLLECTIVE SECURITY 

1. PRAVDA (NOV 21) CARRIES A COMMENTARY BY PROMINENT 
POLITICAL OBSERVER VIKTOR MAYEVSKIY CALLED "ASIA: 
HORIZONS OF PEACE." THE COMMENTARY RUNS THROUGH IN 
SOME DETAIL THE STANDARD SOVIET LINE PLUGGING ASIAN 
COLLECTIVE SECURITY (ACS); THE HELSINKI PARALLEL, 
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PAST EFFORTS SUCH AS BANDUNG, THE NEGATIVE EXAMPLE 
OF "IMPERIALIST" MILITARY BLOCS, AND THE OBVIOUS 
NEED FOR PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND EAST ASIA. 

2. THE COMMENTARY THEN GOES ON TO IMPLY MORE 
PRECISELY THAN USUAL THE SORT OF FRAMEWORK MOSCOW 
HOPES TO FOSTER: THE SIMLA ACCORD AND THE SOVIET 
TREATIES WITH INDIA, IRAQ "AND OTHER COUNTRIES." 
MAYEVSKIY CITES THE INDIAN NEWSPAPER "NATIONAL 
HERALD" CLAIMING THAT THE SOVIET-INDIAN TREATY 

OF 1971 IS NOT DIRECTED AT ANY THIRD COUNTRY 
AND THAT IT SERVES THE INTERESTS "NOT ONLY OF THE 
TWO STATES BUT OF THE WHOLE WORLD." MAYEVSKIY 
CONCLUDES THAT THERE ARE, NEVERHTHELESS, "A NUMBER 
OF DIFFICULTIES" TO BE OVERCOME BEFORE THE ACS 
SCHEME CAN BE REALIZED. 

3. COMMENT: IN CONTRAST TO STANDARD SOVIET COM 
MENTARY THIS ONE DOES NOT MENTION PEKING’S OPPOSITION 
TO THE ACS IDEA. (THE SOVIETS USUALLY SAY THAT ACS, 

TO BE EFFECTIVE, MUST INCLUDE ALL OF THE IMPORTANT 
COUNTRIES OF ASIA, INCLUDING CHINA, BUT THAT THE 
CHINESE OPPOSE IT, THEREBY PROVING THEIR OPPOSITION 
TO PEACE AND SECURITY IN ASIA.) MAYEVSKIY MENTIONS 
CHINA ONLY ONCE, AS ONE OF SEVERAL COUNTRIES WITH 
WHICH THE USSR SIGNED "DOCUMENTS" IN THE EARLY 50'S 
SUPPORTING COLLECTIVE EFFORTS FOR PEACE AND SECURITY. 

4. THE ONLY OTHER VARIATION FROM THE NORM IS 
MAYEVSKIY'S MORE SPECIFIC EXAMPLES OF WHAT THE 
ACS SHOULD LOOK LIKE-EXAMPLES WHICH ALL INVOLVE 
A DOMINENT SOVIET ROLE. THIS COMMENATARY, OVER 
AN AUTHORITATIVE BY-LINE, DOES NOT MOVE THE ACS 
CLOSER TO REALITY, BUT IT DOES KEEP UP THE LEVEL 

OF MEDIA ATTENTION WHICH HAS BEEN HIGH SINCE 
HELSINKI AND MAY BE AIMING TOWARD A FURTHER 
AFFIRMATION AT THE 25TH CPSU CONGRESS. 
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